
GUR ANNUAL MEETING 
 
 

Tuesday, September 10th 2002, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m., Doubletree Hotel, Portland 
 

Minutes – Final Version 
 

Participants:  V.T.V. Nguyen, Simon Beecham, Harry van Luijtelaar, Kanagatanam Umakhanthan, 
Guido Vaes, Thomas Einfalt (members) 
Morten Grum, Kapil Gupta, Baxter Vieux (guests /  new members) 

 
 
1. Welcome (Chairman)  
Thomas Einfalt welcomed the GUR members and the other persons interested in rainfall. 
 
 
2. GUR Activities in 2001/ 2002 
The GUR meeting of 2001 did not take place due to the fact that the workshop for which the venue 
was planned, did not take place. Apart from the reviewing of papers for the 9th ICUD, the activities of 
the working group were mainly restricted to the participation at other conferences. The proceedings of 
the 5th Workshop on Precipitation in Urban Areas in Pontresina in December 2000 appeared now in 
Water Science and Technology, Vol. 45, No. 2, 2002. 
 
 
3. Elections 
The term of Thomas Einfalt as chairman of the GUR has expired. Van Nguyen thanked Thomas Einfalt 
for his activities. 
A candidate for succession could not be found until or during the meeting, but there were negotiations 
initiated for finding a new chairman. The proposition for candidates and the vote should be done via 
email in order to include also the members that could not attend the Annual Meeting.  
 
In order to provide a continuation in the GUR, Thomas Einfalt proposed to act as a secretary for the 
GUR. He was elected by all the present GUR members. 
 
For the election of a new chairman, he will take the required action. 
 
 
4. Membership Update 
The new secretary of the GUR will take care of an update of the membership list and of the 
documents on the GUR website at 
 
http:/ /www.einfalt.de/GUR 
 
All three guests want to take part in the GUR activities. Morten Grum will probably replace Karsten 
Arnbjerg-Nielsen – this has to be checked with the Danish colleages. For the two others, no place 
restrictions apply. 
 
 
5. Future activities  
Two activities for 2003 were discussed in detail. 
 
• Course on Global Development of Urban Drainage Management in Mumbai, India, 5-7 Feb. 2003. 

Kapil Gupta presented the outline of the course and asked whether a member of the GUR could 
take part as an international presenter on the rainfall topic. The local expenses can be covered by 
the organisers, while the transport to India will have to be sponsored by external means. In order 
to find funds for someone of the GUR (Harry van Luijtelaar, Van Nguyen or Thomas Einfalt?), 



Kapil will mail an outline of the course to the GUR and contact UNESCO to help finding support via 
the local embassies in India. 

 
• Sixth Workshop on Precipitation in Urban Areas, Pontresina, Switzerland, December 2003. Thomas 

Einfalt as member of the Organising Committee asked for further support. Baxter Vieux 
(University of Oklahoma and Vieux Inc.) volunteered for taking part in the organisation of the 
event – which would possibly attract more persons from North America in the workshop. The 
other members of the Organizing Committee are Paolo Burlando, Boris Sevruk and Willi Schmid, 
all of ETH Zürich. 

 
 
6. Miscellaneous 
• Next meeting: during the Workshop on Precipitation in Urban Areas, Pontresina, December 2003. 

Further details will be mailed around later this year. 


