
 
IGUR Annual Meeting 2018 

 

Minutes  
 

Time: 9.00 – 10.15 pm, Wednesday 5 December 2018 
 

Location: Sporthotel, Pontresina, Switzerland 
 
Participants: Elena Cristiano, Li-Pen Wang, Auguste Gires, Patrick Willems, Kapil Gupta, 
James Lau, Soren Thorndahl, Peter Steen Mikkelsen, Jörg Rieckermann, Martin Fencl, Hannes 
Müller-Thomy 
Minutes: Simon Beecham and Thomas Einfalt 
 

Apologies from Marie-Claire ten Velthuis, Karsten Arnbjerg-Nielsen, Daniel Schertzer. 
 

1. Welcome  
Simon and Thomas welcomed everyone. 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (Monday 11 September 2017, Prague, Czech Republic) 
Approved. 

 
3. IGUR activities since the previous meeting 

 

 Paper “Weather radar rainfall data in urban hydrology” published in 
Hydrology and Earth System Sciences (doi:10.5194/hess-21-1359-2017) 

 Report on the 13th International Conference on Hydroinformatics (HIC2018): 
“Water and environmental challenges in a changing world”, held in Palermo 
(Italy), 1 – 6 July 2018. 

 Report on the 11th International Conference on Urban Drainage Modelling 
(11UDM), held in Palermo (Italy), 23 – 26 July 2018. 

 Elena reported that TU Delft is running the Flood City Sense project, focusing 
on sensors in the city to collect large amounts of data. 

 Kapil is reviewer of chapter 4 (sea level rise in coastal cities) of a special 
report by IPCC to be published in September 2019 

 Thomas will be reviewer of a technical document or standard on radar data 
processing and quality assurance by WMO which will be extended to be a 
common WMO/ISO document. Other reviewers from IGUR are welcome. Li-
Pen will participate. 

 Peter Steen announced that the 2020 IWA World Water congress will be in 
Copenhagen. For this he invites everybody to contribute to practical congress 
items such as a radar workshop. 

 IWA report on metrology: Jean-Luc Bertrand-Krajewski (INSA Lyon) and 
Francois Clemens (TU Delft) have launched the writing of a book on 
metrology. This includes chapters on rainfall (subchapters on rain gauges and 
radar by Patrick and Thomas), uncertainties and other aspects of 



measurement and its evaluation. Missing are subchapters on microwave links 
and other topics which might be important in this context 

a. Martin has interest to write a subchapter on microwave links 
b. Lotte de Vos would be a candidate for data crowd sourcing 

 
4. News from the JCUD  

Karsten Arnbjerg-Nielsen was an apology and so details of the last JCUD 
meeting will be circulated separately. 
 

5. Future activities  

 Discussion on possible future activities 
Topical ideas were not successful as “IGUR work teams” in the recent past. 
Therefore, a different approach would be to write articles and to get more 
participants from other countries, in particular from tropical climates. 
James, Kapil and Thomas will approach people to participate on a topic (working 
title) “Rainfall Extremes in Tropical Climate” where cities / countries like Kuala 
Lumpur, Mumbai, Bangkok, Singapore, South Africa, Brasil, Ecuador, Colombia 
could be interested. 

 

 Patrick reported that an update of the climate change book would be desirable. 
 

 Forthcoming conferences and workshops  
- 10th International Novatech Conference: L’Eau dans la Ville, Lyon, France: 1-5 

July 2019 
- EGU in Vienna from 7 to 12 April 2019, with a session on urban geosciences 

combining hydrology and rainfall. 
- AMS 2019 conference in Phoenix, Arizona, 6 10 10 January 2019 (although 

this may be affected by the current US Government shutdown). 
- 15th International Conference on Urban Drainage (ICUD 2020), Melbourne, 

Australia, September 2020  
- IWA World Water Congress 2020 in Copenhagen, 18 to 23 October 2020. 

 
 

 Martin produced a first draft of a new website which is already nicely looking. 
Everybody is invited to contribute to / review the current status (URL: 
https://martinfencl7.wixsite.com/igur). Simon will take care of raising funds for 
running the website. Thomas has the permission from Peter Molnar to use the 
UrbanRain logo for the creation of an IGUR logo. 
 

 Thomas will update the membership list and send it to Martin Fencl. 
 

 Next IGUR meetings 
- 10th NOVATECH, Lyon, France, 1 – 5 July 2019  
- 15th ICUD Melbourne, Australia, September 2020  

 
6. Other business  

none 

https://www.novatech.graie.org/a_index.php
https://www.egu2019.eu/
https://annual.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/2019/
http://www.icud2020.org/
http://www.iwa-network.org/events/iwa-world-water-congress-exhibition-2020/

